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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 12/15/04 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 12 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate of claim 12. 
When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing one claim 
to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP 

§ 706.03(k). 

This communication is responsive to Amendment filed 12/15/2004. 

3. Claims 1-2, 7-22 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 2, 21, 22 are independent 
claims. In the Amendment, claims 1-2 have been amended, claims 7-22 have been added, claims 
3-6 have been cancelled. This action is made non-Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless: 
(e) the invention was described in 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention 
by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only 
if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-2, 7-18, 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Blaser et al. (US Patent No. 6,757,661 Bl). 

Blaser anticipated independent claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, by the following: 

As to claims 1, 21, Blaser teaches a method of retrieving information from one or more 
information sources in a search space, said method comprising: providing central program code 
at a central computer; said central program code being adapted for maintaining a central database 
of data records (OSP Server 130, Figs. 1, 2), for accessing information from said information 
sources (web Server 150, Figs. 1, 2), and for comparing said data records with said information 
from said information sources (col. 5, line 49 to col. 6, line 28); 

recognizing communication between said central program code and remote program code 
(client 100) at at least one of remote terminal (col. 5, line 49 to col. 6, line 28); 

said remote program code being adapted for monitoring user activity at each of said 
plurality of remote terminals, for collecting monitored data related to said network activity, and 
for transmitting said monitored data to said central program code (col. 5, line 49 to col. 6, line 
41, col. 9, lines 41-65, Figs. 1, 2); 
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supplementing, at said central computer, said data records in accordance with said 
monitored data to provide an augmented central database (col. 6, lines 28-56, col. 9, lines 19-65); 

responsive to a request for information from said at least one user (user sends request to 
server 150), identifying candidate response information from said information sources at said 
central computer (col. 9, lines 3-65); 

comparing contents of said augmented central database (OSP server 130 determines 
which targeted data needs to send to client) with said request and with said candidate response 
information at said central computer (col. 9, lines 19-65); 

and as a result of said identifying and said comparing, transmitting, to said remote 
program code at said at least one remote terminal, data concerning one or more of said 
information sources which contain information relevant (Advertisement Information) to said 
request so as to progressively tailor information retrieval results (the display of advertisements 
that are dynamically targeted toward the user based upon the user's demographic profile, col. 10, 
lines 32-37) for said at least one user and provide said information retrieval results to said at least 
one user (col. 9, line 66 to col. 10, line 48, Fig. 5, step 540). 

As to claims 2, 22, Blaser teaches an information retrieval system for accumulation and 
retrieval of data related to one or more information sources in a search space, said system 
comprising: remote program code at at least one remote terminal (client 100, Fig. 1, col. 5, line 
49 to coL 6, line 4); 

said remote program code being adapted for monitoring user activity at least one user, for 
collecting monitored data related to said user activity and to each of said information sources 
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accessed by said at least one, and for transmitting said monitored data (receives an ad play list, 
coL 5, line 49 to coL 6, line 4, col 10, lines 32-63, Figs. 1, 2); 

and a central computer having central program code (OSP Server 130, Figs. 1, 2) 
receiving said monitored data transmitted from said remote program code (col. 9, line 19 to col. 
10, line 28); 

said central program code being adapted for maintaining a central database of data 
records and for accessing information from said information sources, and for comparing said 
data records with said information from said information sources (col. 5, line 49 to col. 6, line 
41, col. 9, line 19 to col. 10, line 28); 

wherein said central computer program code supplements said data records in accordance 
with said monitored data to provide an augmented central database (col. 9, line 19 to col. 10, line 
28); 

said central computer identifying candidate response information from said information 
sources in response to a request for information from said at least one user (col. 9, line 19 to col. 
10, line 28), comparing contents of said augmented central database with said request and with 
said candidate response information (col. 9, line 19 to col. 10, line 28), and transmitting, to said 
remote program at said at least one of said plurality of remote terminals, data concerning one or 
more of said information sources which contain information relevant to said request so as to 
progressively tailor information retrieval results for at least one user and provide said 
information retrieval results to said at least one user (col. 6, lines 5-65, col. 10, line 14 to col. 1 1, 
line 15). 



Application/Control Number: 09/870,581 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2167 

As to claims 7, 13, Blaser teaches wherein said monitored data comprises implicit data, 
including data selected from the group consisting of queries (the cUent application 100 sends 
feedback infomiation respecting these request and data accesses to the OSP Server 130) and 
actions taken after receiving responses to said queries (col. 9, lines 41-65), said implicit data 
being added iteratively to said central database to form said augmented central database so as to 
progressively tailor information retrieval results for said at least one user based on said implicit 
data (col. 9, lines 41-65, col. 10, lines 14-48) 

As to claims 8, 9, 14, 15, Blaser teaches wherein said monitored data comprises explicit 
data including user input in response to one or more queries from said central computer (col. 6, 
lines 41-55), said user input including data selected from the group consisting of user profile 
information and user feedback concerning information retrieval results (col. 6, lines 41-55), said 
explicit data being added iteratively to said central database to form said augmented central 
database so as to progressively tailor information retrieval results for said at least one user based 
on said explicit data (col. 6, lines 41-55). 

As to claims 10, 16, Blaser teaches said remote program code is adapted for monitoring 
user activity of a plurality of users at a respective plurality of remote terminals (col. 6, lines 5- 
65), for collecting said monitored data related to said user activity and to each of said 
information sources accessed by said plurality of remote terminals (col. 6, lines 5-65), and for 
transmitting said monitored data to said central program code (col. 6, lines 5-65); 

said supplementing comprises supplementing said data records based on said user activity 
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at said plurality of remote terminals to provide said augmented central database (col. 6, lines 5- 
65); and 

said transmitting to said remote program code comprises progressively tailoring said 
information retrieval results for said at least one user based on said user activity at said plurality 
of remote terminals (col. 6, lines 5-65). 

As to claims 11,17, Blaser teaches said monitored data includes a plurality of user 
profiles, and wherein said central computer groups contents of said augmented central database 
based on said user profiles so as to tailor said information retrieval results for said at least one 
user based on one or more user profiles most closely matching a user profile of said at least one 
user (col. 6, lines 5-65). 

As to claims 12, 18, Blaser teaches said information retrieval results include an identity 
of at least one other user with whom said at least one user then can communicate to obtain 
further information (col. 6, lines 5-65, col. 7, lines 21-34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 
6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C, 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), 
7. Claims 19, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Blaser et al. 
(US Patent No 6,757,661 Bl), as applied to claims above, in view of Philyaw et al. (US Patent 
No. 6,836,799 31). 

Blaser does not expressly teach "said search space comprises the Internet and media 
programming comprising at least one of television programming and radio programming, so that 
said at least one user can access said media programming as a result of said information retrieval 
results". However, Philyaw teaches this limitation at col. 4, lines 34-58, Fig. 1 (i.e. TV program 
4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of Blaser with the teachings of Philyaw to include "said search space 
comprises the Internet and media programming comprising at least one of television 
programming and radio programming, so that said at least one user can access said media 
programming as a result of said information retrieval results" because it would allow a television 
signal to trigger a computer response in which the consumer will be guided to a personalized 



Application/Control Number: 09/870,581 
Art Unit: 2167 



Page 9 



web page and therefore, provide the consumer with the capability of responding to a wide variety 
of companies using this technology. 



Response to Arguments 
8. Applicant's arguments regarding the amended claims distinguish more clearly over 
Chaddha, with respect to claims 1-2, 7-22, have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not rehed upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Miranda Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-41 12. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E, Breene, can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax number to this Art Unit 
is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status infonnation for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http ://pai r-di rect . uspto . gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Miranda Le 




